Egeria /Etheria /Aetheria (fl.380s?)
===================================================================
"LADIES, LIGHT OF MY HEART,... DO NOT FORGET ME."
The Itinerarium Egeriae (or Peregrinatio Aetheriae) is part of a letter, a travel report to some women back home about a trip lasting over three years through much of the eastern Roman Empire. Only about four months worth of the letter is extant, but a Spanish monk of the late 600s, Valerius, described for his fellow monks something of the contents of those parts of the manuscript that are lost (perhaps as much as two-thirds of the whole).

We aren't sure of the author's name (different copies of Valerius' letter call her Egeria, Etheria, or Aetheria); we aren't sure where she came from (perhaps from northwestern Spain, perhaps from the Rhone area of Gaul); we aren't sure of when she made her trip (although the strongest evidence suggests the early 380s).

In the middle and late 300s, Christian emperors were urging pilgrimages to Jerusalem and the "Holy Land" around it. Constantine had begun a building program in the area to provide all that pilgrims would need, and his successors continued the construction efforts. Egeria was not the first of the pilgrims to describe her trip (see the "Pilgrim of Bordeaux" online), but she was an educated woman (a nun? a laywoman who was part of a community of laywomen?) who wanted to make her readers at home see exactly what she had seen and wanted them to understand those things that were done differently from at home. She was always curious to see more, and we don't know if she ever got home.

The part of the manuscript that is extant begins after Egeria has been in Jerusalem for three years, where she had come from Constantinople; it ends during her description of the liturgical practices in the churches at Jerusalem, apparently written after her return to Constantinople and before she continued on her travels.
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